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The Yarmouth Isle of Wight 

Town Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Yarmouth Town Council held 
at CHOYD Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 6:30pm 

 
 
PRESENT: Councillors G Head (Deputy Mayor), P Cronin, P Spink, A Draper, B 
Freshwater 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: B Jacobs (Town Clerk), and 2 members of the public 

 

 
172/2025 APOLOGIES 
Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor and Cllrs Peckham and Farrell 
 
173/2025 PUBLIC FORUM: 
i)    ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Isle of Wight Councillor Spink presented the following report: 
I had the pleasure of attending ‘Carols in the Square’ and the Christmas festivities here 
at CHOYD. Both events were extremely well organised and it was a delight to be 
entertained by the singing of carols by the children of Shalfleet and Yarmouth and 
Freshwater Schools.  
Breach of cycle/foot path Yarmouth- Freshwater.  This has been referred to the IWC 
PFI Contract Management Team as it is considered to be a “coastal defence issue,” a 
site visit is to be carried out by a coastal inspector.  I will of course update YTC of the 
outcome. 
Narrowing of Pavement Tennyson Road.  It has been drawn to my attention that the 
pavement North-East of the traffic lights before South Street is extremely narrow and 
does not allow for pedestrians to pass easily. I will raise this, but it may well be that the 
‘solution’ is to widen the pavement at the expense of narrowing the road, which may 
be considered to create an even greater safety issue. I will inform YTC when I receive 
further information. 
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Wellow Fields: An outline planning application for up to 10 houses is to be heard by the 
IWC planning committee this Tuesday. Although this is not within the parish of 
Yarmouth it may be of interest given its proximity to Thorley. Issues have been raised re 
the sustainability of the site, road safety, flooding, nitrate neutrality, and what is called 
a ‘virtual’ footpath (i.e. part of the carriageway ‘segregated’ by white road markings). 
The planning officer is recommending granting permission. 
 
It was suggested by a member of the public that Cllr Spink contact the Greenway team 
to see if any of the £13.5M Government grant awarded for this project could be applied 
towards resolving the erosion problem at the Scrape. 
A question was also asked about the refrigeration units at the Premier store in 
Yarmouth, and Cllr Spink explained that the Planning Officer concerned had left IWC 
and her former workload, including all the issues with Premier, had not yet been 
addressed by the Planning Unit and were not being accorded any priority. He further 
explained this situation was impeding a planning enforcement notice, breach of which 
could result in a criminal prosecution and a substantial fine, though a noise abatement 
order had been issued in respect of the refrigeration units. He suggested a public 
demonstration outside the shop, a petition, and a letter to the lessor signed by him, 
YTC and Yarmouth Town Trust, all of which measures were supported by Councillors. 
He also referred to a planning dispute at Fort Victoria where the Planning Unit declined 
to issue an enforcement notice against portacabins on that site.  
A member of the public drew further attention to the Scrape problem. 
ii) COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
The Deputy Mayor paid tribute to the Carols in the Square and the CHOYD Senior 
Citizens lunch and reported that the Thorley Church carol concert attracted a capacity 
congregation. 
Cllr Freshwater reported on a meeting with the FYT bus group which is having difficulty 
getting payment from the IWC and hasn’t received any money for 3-4 months. Cllr Spink 
agreed to pursue this. 
iii)   LOCAL ISSUES 
The Deputy Mayor reported that the 2 leaning bus stop signs in Thorley had been 
restored to a vertical position. 
The Deputy Mayor suggested that the prize money from the Best Kept Village awards 
could be appropriately used to fund the new waste bins requested from Island Roads, 
but the Clerk reminded that these had been refused even though YTC was prepared to 
fund them. 
Cllr Draper suggested that some of the prize money from the Best Kept Village award 
should be used as prizes for the poster competition organised for the children of 
Yarmouth and Freshwater School. 
iv)        PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
A member of the public commented on the low attendance for this meeting, but it was 
agreed that public support was generally considerably better than earlier years. 
174/2025      DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
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The Deputy Mayor announced a non-pecuniary interest in the selection of tenders 
under item 178/2025. 
 
 
175/2025 MINUTES AND CONFIRMATION OF ACTIONS  
It was RESOLVED to take as read and confirm as accurate the minutes of the December 
monthly meeting held 2/12/25, though it was noted that reference to the Scrape 
erosion was missing from the Public Forum, though action had been taken on this issue. 
 
176/2025 FINANCE 
176/2025.1 Payment of Accounts 
It was proposed by Cllr Cronin and seconded by the Deputy Mayor to approve the 
following payment of accounts for January: 
256077 IW Youth Trust Grant £250.00

256078 Brian Jacobs Clerk's salary + overtime £1,410.58

256079 IGM Grounds maintenance Rec £485.00

256080 NALC Subscription £42.00

256081 YTT Rec lease £180.00

256082 Wight Digital Full set printer toners £467.15

256083 SLCC Subscription £200.00

256084 ICS Publi toilets cleaning £728.33

256085 St James Church Christmas tree £45.00

256086 HMRC PAYE Clerk's salary £554.53

256087 Jati New bench (offset by grant) £1,127.50  
176/2025.2 Bank Reconciliation 
The financial statement for 31/12/25 was noted. 
176/2025.3 2026/27 Annual Budget 
Discussion the Budget and Precept was deferred until the next meeting when all 
Councillors were expected to be present. 
 
177/2025 PLANNING ISSUES 
New Applications: 

Application No Location Proposal Dates 

25/01674/HOU Folly House  
Tennyson Road  
Yarmouth  
Isle Of Wight  
PO41 0PX 

Demolition of 
conservatory; proposed 
single/two storey rear 
extension; alterations to  
include new front porch 

7/1/26 

No objections were raised to the above application though the Clerk was asked to raise 
a comment to the effect that the presence of roof lights had been noted. 
The following was noted: 
LICENSING ACT 2003: NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
The following application has been accepted by the licensing authority: 
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 Application for a Premises Licence Minor Variation to amend the wording of Condition 
1 and 6 in Annex 2 of the premises licence – Kraken, Yarmouth Harbour, Quay Street, 
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight 
 
 
178/2025 RECREATION GROUND 
Committee Chairman Cllr Cronin reported the following: 

• Yarmouth Youth football team now have a dedicated bank account but is playing 
as part of West Wight Youth. 

• The eastern land drain has been delayed due to the wet weather. 

• Ball stop nets are required at each end of the Rec, which will cost from £2500-
£5000 per end. It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, seconded by Cllr Draper 
and agreed unanimously that YTC should apply for grant funding for the nets and 
goalposts. 

It was proposed by Cllr Cronin, seconded by Cllr Freshwater and agreed unanimously 
[the Deputy Mayor abstained due to non-pecuniary interest] to select IGM as the 
preferred contractor for maintaining the Rec. 
Cllr Cronin agreed to encourage Mark Holmes to give a presentation to YTC about 
Yarmouth Youth. 
 
179/2025 MILL COPSE, WIGHT NATURE FUND AND TREE WARDEN SCHEME 
Steve Cowley presented a report about the activities of Wight Nature Fund. The latter 
plans to publish a book about trees of the Isle of Wight and welcomed any  suggestions 
for inclusion in the book. 
 
180/2025 DOG FOULING CYCLEWAY AND SIGNAGE 
Cllr Draper expressed disappointment about the negative response from Island Roads 
to providing new bins and relocating others which the Clerk reported. However, she 
proposes to go ahead with the ‘spring offensive’ against dog fouling, and it was 
suggested this be timed to coincide with the Great British Spring Clean from 13/3 to 
29/3. Membership of Keep Britain Tidy was also discussed, with fees of £1405 upwards, 
as was the suggested ‘poo patrol’ in Yarmouth. It was also suggested that a poster 
competition for the children of Yarmouth and Freshwater School be organised on this 
theme. 
 
181/2025 NEIGHBOURHOOD/PLACE PLAN 
The Deputy Mayor asked Cllr Freshwater to add Thorley PCC to the list of potential 
consultees.  
 
182/2025 OLD TROUGH OUTSIDE GOSSIPS CAFÉ 
Cllr Spink was asked to raise this issue at the next meeting of the YHAC committee. 
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183/2025 YARMOUTH PROMOTION 
The Deputy  Mayor advised that Yarmouth Business Association has been offered a very 
good advertising deal by Wightlink, and that Cllr Farrell had been in touch with the 
Herapath-Shenton Trust about fund for the plaques and Thorley lectern. 
 
184/2025 CHANGE OF DOMAIN 
It was proposed by Cllr Freshwater, seconded by Cllr Draper and unanimously agreed 
to adopt yarmouth-tc.gov.uk as the domain name. 
 
185/2025 YARMOUTH SCHOOL SIGN 
The Clerk was asked to write to Martin Woodward to thank him for ‘rescuing’ the back 
rail of the old bench and the Yarmouth School sign and the Deputy Mayor was tasked 
to ask him if the sign could be displayed in the proposed maritime museum. 
 
186/2025 CLERK’S REPORT 
186/2025.1 CLERK’S TIMESHEET QUARTER 3 
The above was noted. 
 
187/2025 CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence received since the last meeting was noted. 
 
188/2025 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
School site housing 
Yarmouth fire station site 
Dog fouling  
Cycleway erosion 
Neighbourhood/Place Plan 
Domain name 
Presentation by Clare Griffin of West Wight Sports & Community Centre. 
 
189/2025 MEETING VENUES 
The venue was confirmed for the February monthly meeting, CHOYD 3/2/26 18:30. 
 
 
 
Signed....................................................................   (Town Mayor) 

 

Date................................. 

 


